The Bible and the Church
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Jesus Christ established the Church.
The Church has authority over Christians.
The Church teaches the truth.
Men were chosen to lead the Church.
These men have authority over the Church.
These men passed on the authority to others.
One man was chosen as the leader of the Church.
The Church is unified under these leaders.
SCRIPTURE SUPPORT
Matthew 16:16-19 - Rock, keys, church (Is 22:15-24)
Matthew 18:17-18 - Listen to the church
Matthew 23:1-3 - Do as scribes say
Matthew 28:18 – 20 - I am with you
Luke 10:16 - Who hears you hears me
Luke 22:31-32 – Strengthen your brothers
John 1:42 – Cephas
John 10:15-16 – There will be one flock
John 14:15-17, 25-26 - Holy Spirit will teach and remind
John 16:13 - Spirit guides to truth
John 17:20-23 - Prayer for unity
John 20:19-21 - Apostles forgive sins
John 21:15-19 - Feed my sheep
Acts 1:15, 20-26 – Matthias fills office of Judas
Acts 6:6 - Apostles laid hands on deacons
Acts 14:22-23 - Anointed elders (presbyteroi, priests)
Acts 15:1-12 - First church council
Acts 16:1-5 - Delivered decision of the apostles
Acts 20:17, 28-30 - Bishops care for the church
Romans 1:5 – Apostles will bring the faith to all Gentiles
1 Corinthians 12:25-30 - God appointed apostles in the church
Galatians 2:1-2 – Not run in vain
Ephesians 1:22-23 – Church is His body
Ephesians 3:2, 7-11 - Through the church
Ephesians 4:1-6, 11-14 – Unity in the church, apostles
Philippians 1:27 - Unity
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 - Respect those over you
1 Timothy 3:1-7 – Selection of bishops, deacons
1 Timothy 3:15 - Church is the pillar and foundation of truth
1 Timothy 4:14- Laying hands of elders
2 Timothy 1:6 - Gift of God, laying of St. Paul's hands
2 Timothy 2:2 - What you heard entrust to faithful men
Titus 1:5-10 – Appoint presbyters
Titus 2:15 - Exhort with authority
Hebrews 13:17 - Obey leaders
1 Peter 5:1-5 – Peter is presbyter, obey presbyters
1 John 4:6 – Listen to us
Jude 1:8-11 - Those that reject authority are like Korah
(Numbers 16:1-11, 28-33)
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Matthew 16:16-19 - Rock, keys, church (Isaiah 22:15-24) <BACK>
Matthew 16:16 Simon Peter replied, "You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God." 17 And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon
Barjona! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my
Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this
rock I will build my church, and the powers of death shall not prevail
against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."
Isaiah 22:15 Thus says the Lord GOD of hosts, "Come, go to this
steward, to Shebna, who is over the household, and say to him: 16
What have you to do here and whom have you here, that you have
hewn here a tomb for yourself, you who hew a tomb on the height,
and carve a habitation for yourself in the rock? 17 Behold, the LORD
will hurl you away violently, O you strong man. He will seize firm hold
on you, 18 and whirl you round and round, and throw you like a ball into
a wide land; there you shall die, and there shall be your splendid
chariots, you shame of your master's house. 19 I will thrust you from
your office, and you will be cast down from your station. 20 In that
day I will call my servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, 21 and I will
clothe him with your robe, and will bind your girdle on him, and will
commit your authority to his hand; and he shall be a father to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. 22 And I will
place on his shoulder the key of the house of David; he shall open, and
none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open. 23 And I will
fasten him like a peg in a sure place, and he will become a throne of
honor to his father's house. 24 And they will hang on him the whole
weight of his father's house, the offspring and issue, every small
vessel, from the cups to all the flagons.
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Matthew 18:17-18 - Listen to the church <BACK>
Matthew 18:17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church;
and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a
Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind
on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven.
Matthew 23:1-3 - Do as scribes say <BACK>
Matthew23:1 Then said Jesus to the crowds and to his disciples, 2
"The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses' seat; 3 so practice and
observe whatever they tell you, but not what they do; for they
preach, but do not practice.
Matthew 28:18 – 20 - I am with you <BACK>
Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close
of the age."
Luke 10:16 - Who hears you hears me <BACK>
Luke 10:16 "He who hears you hears me, and he who rejects you
rejects me, and he who rejects me rejects him who sent me."
Luke 22:31-32 – Strengthen your brothers <BACK>
Luke 22:31 "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that
he might sift you like wheat, 32 but I have prayed for you that your
faith may not fail; and when you have turned again, strengthen your
brethren."
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John 1:42 – Cephas <BACK>
John 1:42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him, and said,
"So you are Simon the son of John? You shall be called Cephas"
(which means Peter).
John 10:15-16 – There will be one flock <BACK>
John 10:15 as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay
down my life for the sheep.
16 And I have other sheep, that are not of this fold; I must bring
them also, and they will heed my voice. So there shall be one flock,
one shepherd.
John 14:15-17, 25-26 - Holy Spirit will teach and remind <BACK>
John 14:15 "If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
16 And I will pray the Father, and he will give you another Counselor,
to be with you for ever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him; you know
him, for he dwells with you, and will be in you.… …25 "These things I
have spoken to you, while I am still with you. 26 But the Counselor,
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach
you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to
you.
John 16:13 - Spirit guides to truth <BACK>
John 16: 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all
the truth; for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he
hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to
come.
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John 17:20-23 - Prayer for unity <BACK>
John 17:20 "I do not pray for these only, but also for those who
believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one; even as
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us, so
that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22 The glory
which thou hast given me I have given to them, that they may be one
even as we are one, 23 I in them and thou in me, that they may
become perfectly one, so that the world may know that thou hast
sent me and hast loved them even as thou hast loved me.
John 20:19-21 - Apostles forgive sins <BACK>
John 20:19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the
doors being shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with
you." 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus
said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
even so I send you."
John 21:15-19 - Feed my sheep <BACK>
John 21:15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon
Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?" He said
to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." He said to him, "Feed
my lambs." 16 A second time he said to him, "Simon, son of John, do
you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you."
He said to him, "Tend my sheep." 17 He said to him the third time,
"Simon, son of John, do you love me?" Peter was grieved because he
said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him,
"Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you." Jesus said to
him, "Feed my sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were
young, you girded yourself and walked where you would; but when you
are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and
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carry you where you do not wish to go." 19 (This he said to show by
what death he was to glorify God.) And after this he said to him,
"Follow me."
Acts 1:15, 20-26 – Matthias fills office of Judas <BACK>
Acts 1:15 In those days Peter stood up among the brethren (the
company of persons was in all about a hundred and twenty), and said,…
…20 For it is written in the book of Psalms, `Let his habitation
become desolate, and let there be no one to live in it'; and `His
office let another take.' 21 So one of the men who have accompanied
us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us,
22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was
taken up from us -- one of these men must become with us a witness
to his resurrection." 23 And they put forward two, Joseph called
Barsabbas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they
prayed and said, "Lord, who knowest the hearts of all men, show
which one of these two thou hast chosen 25 to take the place in this
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside, to go to his
own place." 26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on
Matthias; and he was enrolled with the eleven apostles.
Acts 6:6 - Apostles laid hands on deacons <BACK>
Acts 6:6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and
laid their hands upon them.
Acts 14:22-23 - Anointed elders (presbyteroi, priests) <BACK>
Acts 14:22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them
to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we
must enter the kingdom of God. 23 And when they had appointed
elders for them in every church, with prayer and fasting they
committed them to the Lord in whom they believed.
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Acts 15:1-12 - First church council <BACK>
Acts 15:1 But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the
brethren, "Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of
Moses, you cannot be saved." 2 And when Paul and Barnabas had no
small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of
the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and
the elders about this question. 3 So, being sent on their way by the
church, they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, reporting
the conversion of the Gentiles, and they gave great joy to all the
brethren. 4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by
the church and the apostles and the elders, and they declared all
that God had done with them. 5 But some believers who belonged to
the party of the Pharisees rose up, and said, "It is necessary to
circumcise them, and to charge them to keep the law of Moses."
6 The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider
this matter. 7 And after there had been much debate, Peter rose and
said to them, "Brethren, you know that in the early days God made
choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the
word of the gospel and believe. 8 And God who knows the heart bore
witness to them, giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us; 9
and he made no distinction between us and them, but cleansed their
hearts by faith. 10 Now therefore why do you make trial of God by
putting a yoke upon the neck of the disciples which neither our
fathers nor we have been able to bear? 11 But we believe that we
shall be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will."
12 And all the assembly kept silence; and they listened to Barnabas
and Paul as they related what signs and wonders God had done
through them among the Gentiles.
Acts 16:1-5 - Delivered decision of the apostles <BACK>
Acts 16:1 And he came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was
there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer;
but his father was a Greek. 2 He was well spoken of by the brethren
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at Lystra and Iconium. 3 Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him; and
he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews that were in
those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. 4 As they
went on their way through the cities, they delivered to them for
observance the decisions which had been reached by the apostles and
elders who were at Jerusalem. 5 So the churches were strengthened
in the faith, and they increased in numbers daily.
Acts 20:17, 28-30 - Bishops care for the church <BACK>
Acts 20:17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him
the elders of the church…. … 28 Take heed to yourselves and to all
the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care
for the church of God which he obtained with the blood of his own
Son. 29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves
will arise men speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples
after them.
Romans 1:5 – Apostles will bring the faith to all Gentiles <BACK>
Romans 1:5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all
the nations,
1 Corinthians 12:25-30 - God appointed apostles in the church <BACK>
1 Corinthians 12:25 that there may be no discord in the body, but
that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one
member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all
rejoice together. 27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually
members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the church first
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles,
then healers, helpers, administrators, speakers in various kinds of
tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do
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all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak
with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly desire the higher
gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way.
Galatians 2:1-2 – Not run in vain <BACK>
Galatians 2:1 Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem
with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me. 2 I went up by revelation;
and I laid before them (but privately before those who were of
repute) the gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, lest somehow I
should be running or had run in vain.
Ephesians 1:22-23 – Church is His body <BACK>
Ephesians 1:22 and he has put all things under his feet and has made
him the head over all things for the church, 23 which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills all in all.
Ephesians 3:2, 7-11 - Through the church <BACK>
Ephesians 3:2 assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of
God's grace that was given to me for you,… …7 Of this gospel I was
made a minister according to the gift of God's grace which was given
me by the working of his power. 8 To me, though I am the very least
of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to make all men see what is the
plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10
that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be
made known to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places. 11
This was according to the eternal purpose which he has realized in
Christ Jesus our Lord,
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Ephesians 4:1-6, 11-14 – Unity in the church, apostles <BACK>
Ephesians 4:1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, beg you to lead a
life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all
lowliness and meekness, with patience, forbearing one another in love,
3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one
hope that belongs to your call, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6
one God and Father of us all, who is above all and through all and in
all…. …11 And his gifts were that some should be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 to equip
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ; 14 so that we may no longer be
children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the cunning of men, by their craftiness in deceitful wiles.
15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way
into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body,
joined and knit together by every joint with which it is supplied, w
Philippians 1:27 - Unity <BACK>
Philippians 1:27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel
of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may
hear of you that you stand firm in one spirit, with one mind striving
side by side for the faith of the gospel,
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 - Respect those over you <BACK>
1 Thessalonians 5:12 But we beseech you, brethren, to respect those
who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and admonish you,
13 and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be
at peace among yourselves.
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1 Timothy 3:1-7 – Selection of bishops, deacons <BACK>
1 Timothy 3: 1 The saying is sure: If any one aspires to the office of
bishop, he desires a noble task. 2 Now a bishop must be above
reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, sensible, dignified,
hospitable, an apt teacher, 3 no drunkard, not violent but gentle, not
quarrelsome, and no lover of money. 4 He must manage his own
household well, keeping his children submissive and respectful in
every way; 5 for if a man does not know how to manage his own
household, how can he care for God's church? 6 He must not be a
recent convert, or he may be puffed up with conceit and fall into the
condemnation of the devil; 7 moreover he must be well thought of by
outsiders, or he may fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.
1 Timothy 3:15 - Church is the pillar and foundation of truth <BACK>
1 Timothy 3:15 if I am delayed, you may know how one ought to
behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God,
the pillar and bulwark of the truth.
1 Timothy 4:14- Laying hands of elders <BACK>
1 Timothy 4:14 Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you
by prophetic utterance when the council of elders laid their hands
upon you.
2 Timothy 1:6 - Gift of God, laying of St. Paul's hands <BACK>
2 Timothy 1:6 Hence I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is
within you through the laying on of my hands;
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2 Timothy 2:2 - What you heard entrust to faithful men <BACK>
2 Timothy 2:2 and what you have heard from me before many
witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others
also. 3
Titus 1:5-11 – Appoint presbyters <BACK>
Titus 1:5 This is why I left you in Crete, that you might amend what
was defective, and appoint elders in every town as I directed you,
6 if any man is blameless, the husband of one wife, and his children
are believers and not open to the charge of being profligate or
insubordinate. 7 For a bishop, as God's steward, must be blameless;
he must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent
or greedy for gain, 8 but hospitable, a lover of goodness, master of
himself, upright, holy, and self-controlled; 9 he must hold firm to the
sure word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in
sound doctrine and also to confute those who contradict it. 10 For
there are many insubordinate men, empty talkers and deceivers,
especially the circumcision party; 11 they must be silenced, since they
are upsetting whole families by teaching for base gain what they have
no right to teach.
Titus 2:15 - Exhort with authority <BACK>
Titus 2: 15 Declare these things; exhort and reprove with all
authority. Let no one disregard you.
Hebrews 13:17 - Obey leaders <BACK>
Hebrews 13: 17 Obey your leaders and submit to them; for they are
keeping watch over your souls, as men who will have to give account.
Let them do this joyfully, and not sadly, for that would be of no
advantage to you.
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1 Peter 5:1-5 – Peter is presbyter, obey presbyters <BACK>
1 Peter 5: 1 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a
witness of the sufferings of Christ as well as a partaker in the glory
that is to be revealed. 2 Tend the flock of God that is your charge,
not by constraint but willingly, not for shameful gain but eagerly, 3
not as domineering over those in your charge but being examples to
the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd is manifested you will
obtain the unfading crown of glory.
5 Likewise you that are younger be subject to the elders. Clothe
yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for "God
opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble."
1 John 4:6 – Listen to us <BACK>
1 John 4: 6 We are of God. Whoever knows God listens to us, and he
who is not of God does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of
truth and the spirit of error.
Jude 1:8-11 - Those that reject authority are like Korah (Numbers 16:1-11,
28-33) <BACK>
Jude 1: 8 Yet in like manner these men in their dreamings defile the
flesh, reject authority, and revile the glorious ones. 9 But when the
archangel Michael, contending with the devil, disputed about the body
of Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a reviling judgment upon
him, but said, "The Lord rebuke you." 10 But these men revile
whatever they do not understand, and by those things that they know
by instinct as irrational animals do, they are destroyed. 11 Woe to
them! For they walk in the way of Cain, and abandon themselves for
the sake of gain to Balaam's error, and perish in Korah's rebellion.
Numbers 16:1 Now Korah the son of Izhar, son of Kohath, son of Levi,
and Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth,
sons of Reuben, 2 took men; and they rose up before Moses, with a
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number of the people of Israel, two hundred and fifty leaders of the
congregation, chosen from the assembly, well-known men; 3 and they
assembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and
said to them, "You have gone too far! For all the congregation are
holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among them; why then do
you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the LORD?" 4 When
Moses heard it, he fell on his face; 5 and he said to Korah and all his
company, "In the morning the LORD will show who is his, and who is
holy, and will cause him to come near to him; him whom he will choose
he will cause to come near to him. 6 Do this: take censers, Korah and
all his company; 7 put fire in them and put incense upon them before
the LORD tomorrow, and the man whom the LORD chooses shall be
the holy one. You have gone too far, sons of Levi!" 8 And Moses said
to Korah, "Hear now, you sons of Levi: 9 is it too small a thing for you
that the God of Israel has separated you from the congregation of
Israel, to bring you near to himself, to do service in the tabernacle of
the LORD, and to stand before the congregation to minister to them;
10 and that he has brought you near him, and all your brethren the
sons of Levi with you? And would you seek the priesthood also? 11
Therefore it is against the LORD that you and all your company have
gathered together; what is Aaron that you murmur against him?"
12 And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab; and
they said, "We will not come up…. …28 And Moses said, "Hereby you
shall know that the LORD has sent me to do all these works, and that
it has not been of my own accord. 29 If these men die the common
death of all men, or if they are visited by the fate of all men, then
the LORD has not sent me. 30 But if the LORD creates something
new, and the ground opens its mouth, and swallows them up, with all
that belongs to them, and they go down alive into Sheol, then you
shall know that these men have despised the LORD." 31 And as he
finished speaking all these words, the ground under them split
asunder; 32 and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up,
with their households and all the men that belonged to Korah and all
their goods. 33 So they and all that belonged to them went down alive
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into Sheol; and the earth closed over them, and they perished from
the midst of the assembly.

15

